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US KPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 

492881 

March 8, 2000 

•^PRELIMINARY INSPECTION REPORT 

FORMER: ZONOLITE COMPANY/W.R. GRACE 
14300 HENN STREET 

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 

CURRENTL Y: N-FORCER 
DIE,.MOLD & AUTOMATION COMPONENTS, INC. 

PLANT #1 14300 HENN STREET 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 

Attendees: 

U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Kurt Grunert 
N-Forcer Company, President, Paul Martin 
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Purpose: . 

The purpose of this inspection was to determine, the current operating status of Foimer Zonolite 
Company/W.R. Grace, located in Dearborn, Michigan and if the company had utilized raw ore 
vermiculite from the W.R. Grace mine located in Libby, Montana in its exfoliation process. The 
former Zoriolite Company/W.R: Grace has now been out of operation since 1990. OSC Grunert 
conducted,a plant tour with the current owner of the 14300 Henn Street property. U.S. EPA also 
performed fphotodocumentation during the tour of the facility. 

Discussions with the N-Forcer (current owner/operator) President; 

On Februaty 25, 2000, a site visit and an interview was conducted with the company president, 
Mr. Paul Martin. According to Mr. Martin, Zonolite Company/W.R. Grace stopped plant 
operations at the 14300 Henn Street property in 1990. In 1992, Mr. Martin purchased the 
property at. 14300 Henn Street property from Zonolite Company/W.R. Grace. Mr. Martin stated 
that following cleanup by Zonolite Company/W.R. Grace a Phase I Environmental Audit was 
conducted at the property prior to purchase by Mr. Martin. 

During the |tour of the facility," Mr. Martin explained that all of the original "buildings had been 
remodeled to suit the needs of company's operation. No evidence of vermiculite was observed in 
any of the structures on site. The property is adjacent to a set of railroad tracks from which a 
railroad spur enters the property from the east. The spur is not used at this time with N-Forcer. 
Mr. Martin'stated during the interview that nearby residents during the operation of Zonolilte 
Company/W.R. Grace used to complain about the materials being emitted from the plant. 

, On March 7, 2000, OSC Gmnert had to re-photograph the facility due to problems with the film. 
Mr. Martin was asked by the OSC to provide the U.S. EPA with a copy of the environmental 



To: 
From: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Jim Augustyn 
Kurt Grunert — -=» 3/pJaa 
March 7, 2000 • 
Vermiculite Property Inspections- Dearborn Facility 

The property is now a company called N-Forcer-Die, Mold and Automation Components, Inc. 
and occupies the former W.R. Grace Property- Zonolite Company. Oh February 25, 2000, OSC 
Grunert inspected the property and interviewed the current owner of the property. Mr. Paul 
Martin, N-Forcer, purchased the property from W.R.Grace in 1992. Since the transaction, Mr. 
Martin has remodeled the facility. No evidence of any vermiculite was observed anywhere on the 
property. Mr. Martin did mention that a Phase I Environmental Audit was conducted on the 
property following cleanup by W.R. Grace. A walk-thru of the property showed no evidence of 
the exfoliation process anywhere on the property. Mr. Martin did mention that during the last 
couple of years of operation by W.R. Grace, residences across the street did compliant of 
operation (burning of the materials). Something we may want to look into. Photographs were 
taken of the outside and inside of the property. 

N-FORCER® - Nitrogen Cos Springs 

DIE. MOLD & AUTOMATION COMPONENTS, INC 
Plant #1 - 14300 Henn St. 
Dearborn, Ml 48126 
(313)581-6510 Fax (313)945-0435 

D.D.C., Inc -
DEARBORN DIE COMPONENTS, INC 
Plant #2-13105 Prospect St. 
Dearborn, Ml 48126 
(313)846-1330 Fax (313)846-9448 

Wear Piates 

PAUL MARTIN 
(313)581-3444 EXT. 12 
(313)793-5326 PAGER 



I 4. 

FIELD INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
Venjuculhe Processing Sites 

AJ-F6>fZC£Q 

PHASE I - Initlai Site Visit 
fi^AnSA : Zor^OU7£ Co. /hJ-/?-

Facility Name / Addrtaa; 2>O0 H^NAS 2 T. D£y=)fZ3c:fi^. 

Properly Recenily Redeveloped i Onginai Exfoliation Building 

Site Access - Contact owner or local pQiice-^Fire if neccsssar>' (Have written access agreement) 
•if /-f£T i-^/cuAa£f.t7 .• ^A-P^I/L Af/yA7^*J 

List of Attendees: /Tt/gT" 

Primarj' Contact Name / Phone //C?. P/9C/L -' 3^3- SB/~^ 

Company Owner! Address / Phone (if operating faciiify): 

Property' Owner / Address / Phone. 79i3a'7£. ^ 

Is state backgiouiid information available? YES / NO • 
7'^LX TO ^ 

Are environmental assessment repons avaiIable'i(3^Eji/ NO /facr ap .X" Af'^^T. 

Any historical use of vermicuJite on siteVW^f NO ,• 

Are there any additional facilities ossociaied with this six/' YES f(^^_ 

presence of venniculite on site? If NO, then photograph property If rTS. photograph and 
proccde to Phase II. —^ 

PHASE II - Site Assess meat 

Is vcimicuiite present?: YES / NO_ 

^Tiat was the source of the '»ermiculi*e ' Lihby 

Desciibc storage practicea; 

Describe current operation on six:. 

Describe ditst ccintrol i worker safety euauiions of cusreat opcrat;dn;_ 



FIELB INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
. Vtfrmiciinc Processing Sites 

/^-Fonci£Q 

PHASE I - Inidai Site Visit 
^oAnzA : Zo/^ou7£ C>. 

Facility Name / Address; /c/2>00 H£/sihJ 2 T. Dsy^Bc^^.^Z' 

Properry Receniiy Redeveloped i Onginai ExfoliaTioa Building 

Site Access - Coniaer owner or local pQjice./Fire if neccsssaiy (Have writien access agreement) 

List of Attendees: A1//g7" £^L7/^£f2.7 - 7^<,C 

Primaiy Contact Name t Phone /77?. P/^c^L J/J - 5"^/- JVW ^ T- /Z 

Company Owner ' Address / Phone (if operating facility): ^T^TiT. 

Prbpcn>' Owner i Address / Phone; 795 

Is state background information avaii^le? Y£S / NO 

Are envirbrunental assessment rcpons available'^'Ej)/ NO TaCT -Z" 

Any historical use of vermicuJite on silcVjW^f KO; '• 

Are there any additional facilities associated with this site" YES /(@2-

, Ptrsence of venniculite on site? if .NO, then photograph propcrry If iTS. photograph and 
proccde to Phase II. ^ 

PHASE n - Site .AasetssjnexiT 

Is vcnr-iciilite.present?; YES 1 N0_ 

^tiat was die source of the vermiculiie" Linby .Vline?_ 

Desciibc storage p.racticea; - _____ 

Describe curtenr operation on siie:^ 

Desciibe dust control / worker salety piccautioni oi ciurcnt opcrat:on;_ 



C-MVJX: 3/3 

Was vermiculiie landiilled on site? YES / NO 

OPS Locaiioo: Lar Long_ 

Bulk Sampling of suspected ACM 
Composite or Grab 
Location of samples: 

Laboratory Name / Address: 
Analytical Method; PIMorTEM 

Photograph: 
Document photo locations on site sketch. , 
Photograph curreni operation and vcimicuiite storage, handling, and processing if applicable 

Describe potential threats poss by the vermiculiie if determined to be ACM: 
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